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“What if…” 
 
We have had an awesome start to the school year.  And while students are still excited about seeing their friends, all 
the new technology they are going to have access to, as well as the possibilities that exist with the start of a new 
year, we all know at some point the “new” will begin to wear off.  As that happens, you might start to hear students 
complain about school or wishing for the weekend.  When I hear students do this I always try to engage them in a 
conversation. I'll usually ask them something like, “Hey, why do you think it’s important to come to school?” 
 
Usually, they'll respond with either “I don't know” or “because I have to.”  I never settle for that answer.  I always try 
and push things a little further.  Eventually I’ll get something like, “Well, I want to get a good job” or “I want to go 
to college.” 
 
Almost never do they say...“Because I want to learn.”…“Because I want to figure out who I am.”…“Because I want 
to figure out what I like and what I’m good at so I can combine all of it and figure out how I can be a part of making 
things better.” 
 
Now I know that any of those responses would be an extremely mature response.  But what if, as educators, parents, 
and community members we maximized the opportunities we have every day with young people and introduced 
them to the importance of contribution and being a part of a community? That the preparation, education, and all that 
learning they're doing is so they can figure out... 

1. Who they are 
2. What they enjoy 
3. What they’re good at 

 
...so they can combine all that, put it into the world, and ultimately 
enjoy more of what will likely be a very big piece of their life … 
their work.  What if we helped them see that school is an 
opportunity to practice and perfect their ability to think, to 
communicate, and to work well with other people?  How much 
better would things be in the long run, if we did more of that 
instead of focusing so much on getting that better grade or 
achieving a score on a test? 
 
Here's something else… What if we ask our kids “Do you know 
where you're going to be ten years from now?”  Most of them will 
probably respond with a blank stare or “No, I don't.” 
 
What if we then say to them, “You're going to be out here with us ... working. You're going to be out here with us ... 
hopefully trying to make life better for yourself and those around you. We need you to focus and find out what you 
like and what you’re good at … and how to think and how to work, so you can help us make things better.” 
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What if we try that. Ask your kids, “Hey, do you know why you're going to school?” See what kind of responses you 
get. And then, try to introduce them to the idea that contributing to the world is what this life is all about.  Plant and 
nurture that seed. Help give our kids more meaning to their day. It can’t help but make for a more enjoyable future 
for all of us. 
 
 
 

Events of the Week: 
 

Monday, August 14th 

 
Tuesday, August 15th 

 
Wednesday, August 16th   

• Faculty Meeting at 3:30 in the Library 
 
Thursday, August 17th  

• Football Team @ West Carter (6:00) 
 
Friday, August 18th 

• Break Day Bell Schedule 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 

“My mission in life is 
not merely to survive, 
but to thrive; and to 

do so with some 
passion, some 

compassion, some 
humor, and some 

style.” 
 

-Maya Angelou 

• I have posted the chromebook assignments for each team in Canvas.  Each student 
is preassigned a chromebook number.  A few of you may have extra chromebooks 
in your cart. Please go ahead and assign lockers, but hold off on having students 
complete the google form until further notice. 
 

• If you would like for me to apply content to your canvas sections please let me 
know. Don’t forget about building out your enrichment/intervention classes as well.  
We want all of our courses to be in Canvas.  Be sure to check your rosters closely 
and let me know if changes are needed. 
 

• Once you have your Canvas course ready, please schedule 5 minutes with me so 
that we can ensure your Canvas gradebook is set up correctly. 
 

• Individual KPREP scores from last year are in.  These scores are embargoed until 
October, so they CAN NOT be shared with anyone.  If you would like to review them, 
please sign and return the nondisclosure agreement that I have placed in your 
mailbox. 
 

• Be prepared for some drills this week.  Make sure you have taken time to go over the 
procedures with each of your classes. If you have any questions about those 
procedures, please let Mrs. Wilson know.  

 


